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Tuesday. 23rd November, 18.97.

Papes Presented-Messsge (apcproratioh): High
Sc1ol Act Amendcmt Hilly first readin-Message

Saporiation): Exce.s Bill, 1897.8: first Meadics-
elect "2omni ttoe o icBr.,, of Agricuro-

Ixnniigtion Restriction Bill: in commsittee;
Division on claus.e l0-Loans Reappropriation
Bill: seconud reading; in committee; Division oil
motion to report progress; Division on Second
Schedule -Ad joun o ot.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 4 30
o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: Return relating to

Comparative Tariffs of Victoria and
Western Australia; also, Underdrafts on
Votes, 1896-7.

Ordered to lie onl the table.

MESSAGE (APPROPRIATION) - UTIGH
SCHOOL ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Message from the Governor presented

and read, recommending appropriation
for the purpose of this Bill.

Bill introduced by the PREMIER, and
read a first time.

MESSAGE (APPROPRLATION)-ExCESS
BILL, 1896-7.

Message from the Governor presented
and read, recommending appropriation
for the purpose of this Bill.

Bill introduced by the PREMIER, and
read a first time.

SELECT COMMITTYEE BE BUREAU CO'
AGRICULTURE.

On the motion of the MINISTER OF
EDUCATION, the mnemnber for Beverley
(Mir. Harper) was discharged from at-
tendance on this committee.

Ballot taken, and the memuber for
Toodyay (Mr. Quinlan) appointed to the
vacancy.

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL.
IN COMMIdTTEE.

Clauses I and 2-agreed to.
Clause S -Prohlibited imigrants:
MR. SIMPSON suggested that a new

sub-clause be added to the Bill prohibiting
all colouired persons from entering the

colony. He was fully in accord with the
views of the Premier on the subject of
undesirable immnigration; but the Bill, as
at present drafted, would not accomplish
the object sought. The law ought to be
beyond any question of administration.
Confidence could be placed in the present
Government; but provision should be
made for possibilities which he did not
care to suggest. The new sub-clause
would absolutely determine the law. The
Premier, when he said in London that he
joined with those who were determined
to keep Australia white, only echoed the
sentiment of every member of the House.

MR. A. FORRETns: What about a black
American citizen ?

MR. SIMPSON said he did not pro-
pose to make any exception.

MR. MORAN: The new sub-clause
suggested was pretty stringent, and would
further call for a definition of the word
" coloured.' The Bill, as drawn, would
meet all requirements for the present.
To prohibit all coloured people would be
to exclude coloured American citizens,
some of whom were of very high attain-
mnents indeed. There were one or two
prominent mining men of colour in
Western A ustralia at the present time.

A. MEMBER: What about coloured
ci-icketers P

MR. MORAN: Prince Ranjitsinghi
would certainly have a very bad time of
it under the suggested sub-clause.

MR. VOSPER: The danger of the sub-
clause was that at some future time it
might be considered necessar~y, in the
interests of the colony, to exclude Greeks,
Hungarians, Italians, and other persons
who were not coloured. Persons of the
nationalities he had mentioned had become
a greater pest in the United States than
the coloured races, and special laws had
been passed there for the exclusion of
people who were not black. The Bill, as
drawn, gave the administration power to
exclude any person, coloured or white,
and would be useful in excluding white
people who camne to this country under
cheap contracts.

MR. MORAN: Any person who could
read and write a European language was
not a prohibited immigrant.

MR. VOSPER: Italians and Hun-
garianis and other white people who were
objected to in the United States were, as
a rule, illiterate; and the Government of
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that country had adopted the very test
which was proposed in the Bill. That
test would exclude the vast majority of
undesirable immigrants. To confine' the
operation of the Bill to coloured people
might tie the hands of the Government.
At the same time hie would be glad to
see sonme provision in the Bill aimned
directly at the exclusion of Asiatics and
Africans.

Mn. SIMPSON: The object of the
new sub-clause was not to leave the funl
power in the hands of the administration.
In big mining communities, such as that
of Western Australia, a, class of capital
was invested that would inevitably lead
to black labour if such could be obtained.
Unless a provision like that contained in
the new clause were passed, the admninis-
tration of the law might be subject to
the influence of large capitalists. It
had been done in other countries; and
lie had reason to believe that a Similar
Bill was to he brought before the Parlia-
ment of New South Wales, the majority
of the members of which proposed to
take exactly the same action as he now
suggested. It had been pointed out that
there might be distinguished visitors
from India.

THE PREMIER: They could bie ad-
mitted under another clause.

MR. SIMPSON:- It would be wise to
include the proposed clause so as to have
the principle clearly embodied in the law
of the land, and not leave it to the dis-
cretion of any Minister.

TunE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): The Bill would be altogether
spoilt, if any question of colour were
introduced. As it stood, it did not
apply to any particular class of people,
but to everyone. It gave power to
exclude every person, whether white,
black, or coloured, who could not pass
the educational test. The proposal of
the bon. member was a very large order.
What degree of colour did he wish to
exclude? Untder our form of government,
the administration was responsible to
Parliament; and if the administration did
things at variance with the intentions of
Parliament, Parliament could call them
to account.

MR. ILLING WORTH: Onlyafter the thing,
had been done.

THiE PREMIER would recommend the
hon. member to support the Bill in its

present shape. A man whom the lion.
member might consider a coloured person
might by another member be considered a
Oaucasian. The Billiwas an administrative
one, and there would be no difficulty
whatever in carrying it out. He did not
suppose the other colonies would insert
any clauses in their measures having re-
ference to c-olour, and he hoped the Rouse
would assist him. in carrying the Bill in
the shape in which it was here presented.

AIR. OLDHAM: The reasons for
excluding coloured people were apparent
throughout the length and breadth of the
land; and the only method of deal-
ing with theni was to lock the door
against them and keep it locked. The
Premier had admitted that sonic Act
dealing with Chinese exclusion had not
been carried out, and he would convince
the rigiht hon. gentleman of this by re-
ferring to Hansard at a later stage. The
object of the amendment was, not to ask
any questions with the view of testing
educational standards, but to make colour
the test of immigration into Western
Australia. [THiE PReMIER: How much
colour?]j Anything but white. He did
not care whether it was black, tan, or
yellow. They wanted white people whomn
they could mix with, and who would help
to build up the Australian nation. The
education test wonld not be of the
slightest use; because, if there were any
danger to be apprehended front A siatics,
it would come from those of thetm who
were educated. In Hong Kong and
Singapore the educated Asiatic was
simply driving out the European, by
taking all the trade away from him and
everything coanected with it. He (Mr.
Qldhami) hoped the Government had not
decided that they would not allow any
amendments to this Bill.

Me. RASON: W-hile desiring as much
as the hon. membnler to prevent the intro-
duction of coloured labour, yet the Bill
would do a great deal of good in that
direction as it stood; whereas if the clause
suggested were added, he was very much
afraid that the Bill would never become
law. Hon. members must know that a
question of this sort could not be dealt
with entirely even by such an imnportant
legislative body as the Parliament of
Western Australia. A. Bill containing
such a clause as was now suggested would
have very little, if any, chance of ever
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receiving the royal assent. He hoped the
sub-clause would not be pressed.

MR. GREGORY did not agree with
the suggested amendment, and hoped it
would be altered. He would like a clause
inserted to the effect that no Asiatic or
African should be allowed to enter the
country. They were not wanted on the
goldfields, or anywhere else. The present
Bill would, no doubt, prevent many of
them from coming here if properly carried
out; but was it likely that it would be
carried out in its entirety ? It was true
that the people of England did not desire
any friction with Asiatic states, but they
were not troubled with this curse as we
were in this colony.

THE PREMIER: Did the lion. member
mean Asiatic aliens, or British subjects?

MR. GREGORY : An Asiatic or Afri-
can, whether alien or not.

THE PREMIER (Right Ron. Sir J.
Forrest): Such a, Bill would never get
through. If lion. members thought they
would assist in preventing the introduction
of undesirable persons by voting for the
sub-clause, they were mnuch mistaken.
What had happened in the other colonies?
Last year several colonies passed Bills
excluding coloured. people, and had those
Bills become law ? Certainly not. They
were now abandoning those measures,
for they knew very well that the Bills
would not be assented to by the home
Government. We, in this colony, in-
tended to get what we could obtain at
present, and if that were not sufficient
we would try to get something more in
the future; but we were not going to
grasp at something we were not likely
to get, for that would have the effect of
allowing the evil to go on unchecked. If
this sub-clausewere inserted, the Bill would
have to go home for the royal assent:
whereas if the Bill were passed in its
present form, it would become law in a
few days. If lion. members inserted in
this Bill a clause which would specially
exclude British subjects from coining
here, they would only be encouraging the
system which they sought to prevent. If
they enacted that no colonured person
should come here, that was equivalent to
saying that no British subject with a
coloured skin should come to this colony;
and Her Majesty's Government, under
existing condition s, would be unable to
give their assent to such a Bill.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: We should
take every care to secure the passage of
this Bill; but suely the assent of Her
Majesty would not be withheld simply
because we amended the Bill. The
question was concerning the nature of
the amendment. [THEs PREMIER:
Exactly.] The prohibition of all
coloured persons would be ai dangerous
ameindmuent, and Would give at least an
excuse to the British Government to
oppose and perhaps imperil the Bill.
On the second reading, he indicated that
hie would move, as clause (g), the following
words:-" Any personi being an Asiatic,
who is unable to produce papers proving
to tme satisfaction of the Colonial
Secretary that lie or she is a British
subject." If we could go as far
as that, we would accomplish all that
the hion. mnemrber for Geraldton (Mr.
Simpson) desired, for we would thus
disqualify all Asiatics other than British
subjects, and that wa s within the legitimate
range of colonial legislation, and ought not
to b e objectionable to the British Govern-
ment, which now, no doubt, realised the
fact that Western Australia was in close
proximity to two vast nations, China and
Japan, one Of Which, was fast becoming
a big maritime power; and there was the
possibility of this country being quite
overrun by them. If Japanese iui-
grants were allowed to overrun this
country, it was probable that their
government would endeavour to main-
tain what they considered to be the rights
of their subjects; and difficulties of a
very serious character to the whole
British nation might thus arise, There
was no reason why we should not deal
with the exclusion of the ali. We
had surely a right to say that no person
who did not belong to the British nation
should coim here without permission.
Special cases were provided for in Clause
2, sub-section (c).

MR. SIMPSON: There was doubtless
a difficulty in distinguishing between
different shades of colour; but we knew
thme attitude of the northern parts of this
colony towards nrigger labour. The people
there wanted coloured men as cooks; but,
while lie sympathised with the pastora-
lists in their distress, yet if one b~elieved
what they said about the condition of that
part of the country, it followed they were

I not in a position to emiploy many labourers.
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He did not believe there were more tihan
ten or fifteen cooks required; yet thle
whole cluestion seemed to turn on whether
they were to have these ten or fifteen
cooks. He quite agreed with the Premier
that it was expedient not to ask for more
than could be gut ; but the same argu-
mnent had been used year after year in the
House with reg-ard to the colour-ed labour
question, that it would be objected to at
hiome. But we knew what had happened
with regard, for instance, to the Aborigines
Board. The Premier stuck to his guns and
got his own way. He had no wish to jeo-
pardise the passing of the Bill; but the
people of England Mdid not realise what
this question meant to us. The inlier
for Coolgardie, Mr Morgans, a, manl of
wide experience, bad told uts that in
One Of our inland towns there were 2,000
Afghanis. Did the House realise the
ap~palling dimensions that this question
was beginning to assumie? There was not
another town in Australasia with such a
large coloured population as Coolgard ie.
He would iiot press the suggested clause,
because lie had not got it exactly in a shape
which would commend itself to thle House;
but the people of the country were un -
doubtedly of opinion that the coloured
races should be excluded, for their ideas
in regard to the development of the
colon *Y were in no way in harmony with
those of the white population, and their
instincts wore utterly at variance with
our institutions.

Mit. CONOLLY: The Bill as it stood
would probably meet the requirements of
the country, for the class of people whose
introduction it would prevent by means
of the education test would be those to
whom owr people had the strongest ob-
jection, such as labourers, camel-drivers,
and hawkers, al so Japanese prostitutes.
He could not altogether -agree with the
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Illingworlm) in his proposal that every
alien who came to these shores should be
prohibited from entering unless he were
a British subject, beeause this condition
would probably have the effect of in-
creasing the number of Asiatics instead
of diminishing it. In all probability, a
great many of the camiel-d rivers, for in-
stance, employed onl the goldfields were
British subjects. Nearly all Hindoos
were recognised as British subjects; yet
these were die people whom it was desired

to exclude. The clause, as drawn, would
be infinitely more effective than a. provi.
sion to admit persons merely because
they could pr'ove they were British sub-
jects.

31R. BURT. Clause 3, if passed,
would do a -very great injustice, but if it
was the opinion of the majority that that
injustice had to be done, the clause pro-
vided the most reasonable way of doing
it. A similar clause had ben introduced
elsewhere, and was the only clause of
the kind that could be approved of. The
people of 'Western Australia were arrogat-
ing to themnselves the right to determine
what people should come into the coun-
try. N~o country had a right to do any
such thing. Hie knew the state of public
opinion on this question, and was not
afraid to say lie dlad not agree with
it. The country would suiffer hereafter for
the injustice done by this Bill. The
sufferinig mnight not come iii his time, nor
possibly in the time of any present
men Lber of the House, but as sure as time
went on-there would be nobody to verify
what hie said, and hie could therefore
prophesy without fear of contradiction--
hordes of Chinese and Japanese would
come to Australia and sweep the whole of
the white popuilation into the sea. That
time would be hastened by the injustice
donLe in this Bill. Public opinion being
what it was, hie was willing to try and
mnove that public; opinion in as smooth a
channel as possible. Of all the ideas
that had come under his notice for
effecting this injustice, that contained in
the clause as drawn was the best he had
seen. It was impossible to say that men
of colour must not come here. The only
way men of colour could be excluded was
by asking them some foolish questions
which it was well known they could not
answer. Under that disguise we could
get our Own Way as to the exclusion of
coloured immigrants. But that exclusion
was not right. He protested against it
himself; and he did not mean to have
anyLUthing to do with the Bill further than
the expression of opinion he had given to
the committee.

i TR. VOSPER: If the adlministration
of this Bill had to be entirely in the
interests of a few people in the North-
W~est, and if there was, anything in the
remarks of the member for the Aslibur-
ton, this colony was in for very serious
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coiuplicatious. If it was the intention of
thle Government to draw a line between
North and South, the Bill was fore-
doomied to failuare.

TEE PREMiuER: The admrinistration
would be the same for the whole colony.

MRa. VOSPER: The suggestion of
the hon. member for Central Hurchison
was more likely to effect the desired object
than that of the lion, mnember for Gerald-
ton. Whenever an agitation was raised
about the exclusion of aliens, Afghans
wrote long letters to the newspapers,
and sometimes mnade speeches, setting
forth that they were British subjects and
had fought for the British Empire. It
was open to very serious doubt as to
whether many of the Afghans had any
right to be called British subjects. Fez
Mahomet, for example, presented loyal
addresses to the Anieer of Afighanistani,
and hiad been decorated by that sovereign.
This would seem to indicate that Fez
Mahioinet regarded himself as more the
subject of time Amecer than of the Queen.
Then the appeal of the Afghans to the
Amneer in the Knowles case wats an in-
dication that the Afghan was a British
subject or an Afghan subject, just as it
suited him. It was a moot point of law
as to whether an Indian subject of the
Queen -was necessarily a British subject.
When thme Queen was proclaimued Empress
of India, the Act distinctly specified that
the title and powers of Empress were
not to be exercised or used in any portion
of the British domlinions outside India,
and it was only by custom that the Queen
used R and I in her signature, and was
generally spoken of as the Queen Empress.
Constitutionally the British Empire did
notexist and never ha~dexisted. TheBritish
Empire so-called consisted of the United
Kingdom and a conglomeration of depen-
dencies, and the only Empire tunder the
sovereignity of the Qukeen was the Indian
Empire. A man mighlt be an Indian
subject without necessarily being a
British subject; because lie was simply a
subject of the Indian Empress, and not of
the Queen of England. The Queen of
England and the Empress of India were
two distinct sovereigns. It was true the
Secretary of State for India was respon-
sible to the Britishi Prarlimet, hut thle
British Parliament did not legislate for
the internal affairs of India. If it could
be shown that a native of India was not

necessarily a4 British subject, it would go
far to remove many grave difficulties.
The Indian Government exercised a right
to exclude white men, even British sub-
jects, from their territory, and it was
only fair that Australia should have a
converse power. That right possessed by
the Indian Government was exercised not
very long ago in regard to some Austra-
lianl grooms who had taken over remnounts
for the Indian cavalry, audjor whom the
owners of the horses were compelled to
furnish guarantees against the men
becoming a burden upon the coun-
try.

MR. MORAN: That would be under a
vagranicy law, such as prevails in all coun-
tries.

MR. VOSFER: No, it was not:, no
vagrancy law could drive a manl out of a
country. The restrictions placed upon
Europeaas resident in China extended all
over that country, and it was unreason-
able to suppose that Chinamxen in Aus-
tralia were to be given more rights than
were given to Englishmen in China. The
lion. member for the Ash bur-ton was to be
commended for his courage and frank
ouitspokenness, in the face of the strong
public opinion against him on this ques-
tion. Every race had the right to protect
itself against armied aggression, and also
against the more insidious form of in-
vasion to which we are liable from the
Asiatic races. No injustice was done in
bringinig forward a Bill of this character
for the purpose of preserving our racial
purity and integrity. The question
was whether the white race or the
yellow race had to inhabit this coun-
try. If the country had to belong
to the white race, then something must
be done to exclude the yellow race. If
it caine to an attack by force of armns,
then it must be left to British blood and
courage to defend the country from
invasion. Any Government would be
quite justified in doing all possible to
muitigate or abolish the evil of alien imumi-
gration.

Ma. MXORAN: In a. matter of this
kind, Parlament must be guided by
practice more tliani theory. If a, Bill like
the presenit had beenl in operation in past
years, ninety-nine out of every hundred
coloured people in the colony to-day
would have been excluded. It was the
mtovers. of amiendmnents who were legis-
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lating for exceptions. The amendment
of the hon. itonber for Central Mur-
chison would not be effective, because
four-fifths of the Afgrhanis in Western Aus-
tralia could, on the authority of British
officers and of British residents, prove they
were British subjects. The great bar
would be the inability of these undesirable
iunurrants to understand English and
write a. passagpe of English in a uopa
language. The Bill, strictly enforced,
would also keep) out a number of uLndesir-
able white4,s. The difficulties raised by
the lion. niciniber for North-East Cool-
gardie need not be regarded, although
they mnight serve as, a peg on which- to
hang a disquisition on international law.
British India was an integral part of thle
Empire, and the Government there could
do no miore without the sanuction of tine
Queen1 thant could any other part of the
Empire. Treaties in existence with Japan
or any other country might stand in the
way of the royal assent to a Bill exclud-
ig all coloured people from this country.

All laws depended on their administration;
but surely no Mlinistry would be found so
corrupt as to mnaladiniister a Bi111 of the
kind, which went as far ws it was safe to
go on this line of legislation. One advan-
tage of the Bill as dr-awn was that its
passage Wotuld be prompt. If the ]neastlre
could hecome law on the Ist January n~ext,
almost all that was necessary woul have
been done to keep this country free of
undesirable ini igrants.

MR. OLEDHAM: The Premnier had
denied that on one occasion he admnitted
the administration of the Chinese
Restriction Act had not been altogether
what it should be. It would be shown the
Premier-had made such an admission.
Every Bill introduced throughout the
Parlients of Australia, with the object
of preventing the influx of Asiatics, had
more or less failed in its object. There
was only one mnethod of dealing withi these
undesira 'Aepeople, thatwas to lock thedoor
against theCM. [Mr. SIMPSON:- And lose
the key.] He would like to point out that
on August 22nd, 1893, the Premier, speak-
ing on the Chinese Lumiigation Act, said,
according to Hanson), " The introduction
of Chinese in the past has not been alto-
gether what it should be in this colony:
either the Act has not been aced upon at
all, or else it has been altogethier too
loosely enforced."

THE PREMIER: Hansard was not always.
correct. He did not know hie had ever
made use of those words. He did not
know what grounds he could have had for
using them.

'An. OLiDHAM:1 The words quoted
jwere used subsequently to what the
Premier had said in the sanie speech, as
follows :-" But even under this law,
stringent as it is, I think-taking into
consideration that we have 1,378 China-
m~en here already-we shiall be able to
obtain a sufficient number to meet
ordinary requirements. We miust, in our
legpislation, not only think of our own
present advantage; we mu-Lst also, if we
are good citizens and loyal to the country,
think of the future."

THE PREMIER said that must have
been mnerely sinisc, on his part,

Ma. O0jDHALN M There oughbt to be
no objection to attempts to mnake the Bill
better. 'He himself had a number of
arendmments to submit, not with time

object of defeating the Bill, but with the
object of producing a Bill which would
carry ouit the end which all lion. members
had in view,

MR. KENNY: While the Bill was
not all that could. be wished, it was to he
welcomed as a. measure in the right direc-
tion. Tbere would be an opportunity
later Onl of bringing forward the various
amiendments suggested, when dealing
with the Labour Registry Act, and hie
would therefore object to anything which
would jeopardise the Bill.

M R. 0GREGORY: Lavst January, when
the bubonic. plaguie was raging, a monster
muceting wats held at Menzies in reference
to the Asiatic, inilux, at 'which a resolution
was passed asking the Premnier to make
the quarantine regulations a little mnore
strict, with a view of keeping the Asiatics
out a. little longer. He moved, as an
amnendmient to Clause 3, that a new
sub-clause (yj) be added as follows:-
"All native-born Asiatics or African
aliens."

M&. MORAN: The memuber for
Central Murchison (Ur. lllingworth)
had proposed the same thing, but
prudently did not press it. There were a
hundred maillions of coolies in India who
would not be excluded under this clause,
becaluse they were not aliens. The
amendment would be absolutelyF in-
operative. The people of India and
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Hong Kong were not aliens. What
could be gained, therefore, by restricting
the prohibitive clauses to aliens ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather):- The lion. mnember
who moved the amiendmient 'was evidently
carried away by thle lecture on constita-
tional law delivered by the memiber for
Northi-East Coolgardic (Mr. Vosper),
who had propounded the somewhat start-
ling doctrine that, although a person
might be a subject of the Queen, who
was the Empress of India, yet he was not
a British subject.

MR. VOSPER said lie dlid not say
so.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was practically what the hion. member
meant. He biad said that Her Mfajesty's
subjects in India were not British subjects.

MR. VOSPER: They might not be.
TuE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well,

the hion. member -expressed such great
doubt about the subject as almost
to propond it as a proposition. If
this amendment were carried, then,
by its terms, all coloured subjects of
the Queen in India were admissible;
yet this House did not want to
give expression to that idea, but wished
to get what we desired without running
the risk of having this Bill rejected. If
we attempted to deal with anything
beyond our powers, the Bill would either
be rejected by the home Government, or
would be "held up " so long that it
wouild not come into operation for two or
three years.

MR. VOSPER: The Attorney General's
interpretation of what hie had said with
reference to the inhabitants of the Indian
Empire was not correct. He (Mr.
Vosper) did not assert or imply that a
subject of Queen Victoria living in India
was not a British subject. He h~d said
that a subject of the Empress of India.,
as Empress, need not necessarily be a
British subject.

New sub-clause put and niegatived.
MR. ILLINGWORTR moved, as an

amendment, that the words, " Any person,
being an Asiatic, who is unable to pro-
duce papers proving to the satisfaction of
the Colonial Secretary that hie or she is a
British subject " be inserted as sub-clause
(g) of the clause.

Tnx PIEREMIIER (Right Hon. Sir 3'.
Forrest) : If this amendment were car-

ried., it mnighit be said the educational test
could not be applied to a person 'who
could prove he was a, British subject.
That would be dangerous. We had
better leave the clauise as wide in its
application as possible.

Ma. MORAN: Anyone interested in
imaporting coloured labour front India
mlight give a certificate that such iinmi-
grnts were British subjects, and thus
secure their admission, if this amendment
were passed. Tme Bill was as near per-
fection as at regard for constitutional law
would allow us to make it.

MR. WILSON:- Clause 3 as it stood
would answer every purpose, if strictly
enforced. If this measure failed, we
could further amend it.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the Clause agreed. to.

Clause 4-Unlawful entry of prohibited
immigrants:

Ma. OLDHAM proposed, as an amend-
ment, that the words "be liable," in
line 3, be struck out. His object was to
amend the clause to read:- " Every pro-
hibited immigrant mnaking his way into
or being found in Western Australia in
disregard of this Act shall be deemed to
have contravened this Act, and shall, in
addition to any other penalty, be removed
from the colony, and upon conviction
shall be sentenced to imprisonment until
conveyed out of the colony." He wished
to define what 'was to be done with pro-
hibited persons who might succeed in
entering the colony ini spite of the pro-
hibition. He objected to the word "may"
being used instead of "1shall" in connec-
tion with penalties.

Muz. MORAN: The lion. memnber went
too far. Take the case of escapees from
prison cominig here from somle other
countr~y. Six months' imprisonment
would mean a sort of heaven upon earth
to them.

THE PREMIER: Clauses 8, 9, and
10 provided for such cases. Clause 10
provided that an officer of the Govern-
ment was authorised to pay the passage
of the prohibited person to his own coun-
try.

Mu. ILTINGWORTH asked, in this
connection, what was to be done in
a case like that which, to his own
knowledge, occurred in Victoria some
years ago, where a large number of Chinese
were landed on the 90-Mile Beachi out of

[ASSEUBLY.] in comanitice.
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a ship chartered in China, which
immediately sailed away. He (Mr.
Illingworth) saw those Chinamen en-
camped. What would be done with three
hundred Chinamen landed on our shores
in this fashion? The ship would disap-
pear, so that there would be 110 possibility
of fining the captain.

THE PREMIE: Send them back.
MR. ULLINGWORTH: At the Gov-

ermnent expense?
TnE PREMIER: Certainly.
MR. TLLINGWORTfl: Where were

we going, to send them? If they were
sent bac to Hong Kong, they probably
would not be allowed to land. He hoped
the Attorney General would re-cast this
clause, so as to determine what was to be
done wit], persons who landed in contra-
vention of the Bill.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member (Mr. Illingworth) wanted
them to legislate for an absolute certainty.
It was possible for any' man to commit
an offence, and for a ship to land a
thousand prohibited immigrants. What
could be done with such people but to
take them back to the place whence they
came ? It must be done, too, at the
Government expense, because nobody else
would pay for it.

At 6-30 p.m. the
Chair.

At 7-SO p.m. the
the Chair.

CHAIRMAN left the

CrrAIRMAN reCsumfed

Amendment (Mr. Oldham's) put and
negatived.

MR. OLJDHAM:± On the proper draft-
ing of this clause depended whether the
Bill would be effective or otherwise. At
present the clause left its application a
matter of administration; and, with a
view of making the proper admiinis tration
imperative, he moved that the words
"1sentenced to imprisonment until'" be
inserted after the word " be," in Line 4.

MR. JAMES: The clause, to be effec-
tive, should be made imperative. The
prohibited immnigrnt who contravened
the law should not, after his imprison-
ment, be allowed to become a citizen.

THE PREMIER: The clause was severe
enough. The master of the ship in which
a prohibited immigran t came must take
him away.

AIR. JAMES: But if a prohibited urn-
niirnant were found here after the ship
had gone away?

THE PREMIER: Then Clause 10 dealt
with that.

.MR. JAMES: Clause 10 only enabled
all officer to mnake arrangements for the
removal of the prohibited immigrant
sentenced to be removed.

THE PREMIER: If a man came uinder
sub-clause (e), it mi'g htnot be desired to
remove him from the colony.

MR. JAMES: Sub-clause (e) only
applied to persons who had been con-
victed of felony or an inifaimous crime.
All prohibited immigrants ought to be
removed.

THE PREMILER : If ain Englishman
cmine under Sub-clause (e), he would go
free after suffering his six months' ini-
prisonment.

Min. JAMES: Then the evil to the
colony from his presence would accrue
all through that mnan's life.

THE PREMIER: Clause 4 would pre-
vent such men coming here. It was
doubtful whether ain Englishman could
be removed under the circumstances.

AIR. JAMES: Clause 10 provided that
a prohibited imnigrant might be removed
to any port in or near his country of
lbirth or near to the place from which he
set out for Australia.

THE PREMIER: The clause was all
right.

ME. JAMES: But Clause 4 was not
compulsory.

THE PREMIER: Clause 4 was not in-
tended to be compulsory in regard to all
classes of people.

MR. JAMES: As the clause stood, at
Ohinarman who contravened the law
could, after serving six months' im-
prisonment, settle here.

THE PREMIER: He would be liable to
be removed.

MR. JAMES asked the Attorney
General whether a term of imprisonme nt
under this clause purged the offence.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.
MR. JAMES: The matter was open to

doubt, but he would accept the answer of
tile Attorney General.

MR. LEAKE: The difficulty might be
overcome by drafting a Separate clause to
deal with the question of prohibited im-
migrants. Clause 4 was not absolutely
clear.
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MR. MORAN asked why tihe termi of
imprisonment was made six months, if the
intention wats to remove the prohibited
immiigrant.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
RI. W. Peninefather): The object was to
keep the offender in prison until at vessel
was secured to take him away.

MR. MORAN: But if the offender
could not be got away in six months ?

THE ATTORNEY G3ENERAL: Then
something would have to be done in order
that the offender could not go free. If
attempts were made to interfere with the
measure as drawn, it could not be pre-
sented to His Excellency as a measure
similar to that already sanctioned by thle
Imprial autihoritics.

Mu. JAMES: To insist on prohibited
immigrants being removed would not be
a departure from the principle of the
EmR.

MR. MORAN: Was it not a farce
to provide that a man should be put
in gaol because he was poor, and
when released hie must be as poor as
beforeP

THE PREMIER: That provision would
deter other such persons from coming
here.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mn. JAMES: If an offender were

sentenced to six months' imprisonment,
all he would have to do, under this clause,
would be to pay £250, and he could then
remain in the country.

THE PREMIER: That was not the
only penalty, for the shipowner who
brought the person here would be liable
to a penalty of X300.

MR. JAMES: Having got him into
the colony, how was he to be got out
again?

Clause put and passed.
Clause 5-Entry permitted on certain

conditions:
Mn. OLDHAM moved, as an amend-

ment in Sub-clause (a), that after the
words- one hundred "the word " fifty "
be inserted; to read "one hundred and
fifty.",

THE PREMIER: What for?
BIB. A. FORREST: Too much now.
THE PREMIER,: A man who had not

that amount might yet be an estimable
citizen.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause agreed to.

Clause 6-Persons possessed of pro-
perty in Western Australia, or domiciled
or lately domiciled there:

Aln. JAMES moved, as an amendmnt,
that the words, " he is possessed or en-
titled to," in the first line, be struck out
and the words, " lie hats for the preceding
two years been the registere-d owner of,"
be inserted in lieu thereof. This amend-
ment would require the person to prove
that hie had been for the two preceding
years the registered owner of real estate
of the value of £300 in Western Aus-
talia; whereas, by leaving out the con-
dition as to his having been for a preced-
ing term the registered owner, some
Chinaman who had this amount of pro-
perty might transfer it, nominally, to
some other Chinaman wishing to come
into the colony; and the same expedient
of transfering to each new-coiner, for a
consideration, might enable a number of
Chinamen to be brought into the colony
on the pretended ownership of the same
property, by a series of nominal transfers
for evading the law, each Chinamnan pay-
ing so much to the real owner for this
facility of introduction.

Amend meat put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 7 to 9, inclusive -- agreed
to.

Clause 10-Contract for carrying away
prohibited immigrants:;

MR. OLDHAM moved, as an amend-
ment in line 7, that the word '" may " be
struck out and the word " shall " be in-
serted in lieu thereof. This would make
the provision compulsory.

THE PREMIER: If the offender
happened to be a British subject, lie might
purge his offence as required, and it might
then be preferable to allow him to remain
in the colony rather than send him hack
at the public expense. It should be
optional with the Government to send him
back or not, after the offender had been
punished. To send him back might, in
some cases, cost a lot of money.

MIR. JAMES: Whether punished or
not, the sending back should becompulsory
and not optional.

Amendment put, and division taken,
with the following result:-

Ayes ... ... ... 12
Noes ... ... ... 14

Majority against ... 2
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AYER. NERs.
Mr. Conolly Sir.John Forrest
Mr. Ewing Mr. A. ForrestMr. Grgory Mr. Higlmm.
Dir. Kenny Mr. Hobo.es
Mr. Lak. Mr. lllingworth
Mr. Moran Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Oat Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Oldimm Mr. Pennather
Air. Simpson Mr. Piesse
Mr. Voser Mr. ~~h
Mr. Wilson Mr. n
Mr. James (Tll1r). Mr. Throssell

Mr. Wood
Mr. Doherty (Telle).

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 11, 12, and 13-agreed to.
Clause 14-Powers of police and others

to prevent entry in contravention of the
Act:

Mis. OLDHA-M protested against the
wording of the clause, and moved that
the word " shall " bie inserted instead of
the word "1may," in the second line.
This would niake the clause compulsory.

Put and negatived, and the -clause
agreedt to.

Clause 1 5-agreed to.
Clause 16-Regulations:
MR. OLDHAM moved that the clause

be struck out. With modern appliances,
the pearl fisheries could be carried on
with white labour much cheaper than
with nigger labour. The Bill would be
rendered inoperative by this clause, and
would be another Imported Labour
Registry Act-shutting the door with
one hand and opening it with the other.
He knew lie had no possible chance of
getting the clause struck out, but lie mnust
do his duty to his constituents.

Ain. A. FORREST: It was hardIly
credible that the people in the district
represented by the hon. member would
desire him to strike out this clause, and
thus do away with one of the most
important industries in the colony. A
telegram which had been sent to him
(Mr. Forrest) from the pearlers interested
in this question read as follows :

Governor's Speech opening Parliament
number 16 Bill referring to introduction into
colony of undesirable immigrants. You must
watch this carefully on bhlf of pearlers, or
pearling industry may be ruined if stringent
measures introduced. If Bill likely to be
passed, wrould suggest special clause be inserted
for pearling industry.
Some years ago this industry was the
saviour of the country; and the striking
out of this clause wouild be ruinous to all
the inhabitants of that portion of our
northern coast, including ai large number

of aborigines supported by the pearlers.
The bon. member imust be very ignorant
of the subject, to imagine that white men
could dive in the sea to a depth of 10, 12,
and 14 fathoms of water, amongst sharks.
All the goldfields members to whom lie
had spoken agreed that it would be cruel
to interfere with the pearling industry of
this colony.

MR. DOHERTY: The member for
North Perth (Air. Oldhialn) showed a lack
of knowledge, not onliy of the pearling
industry-, but of other industries estab-
lishied, on the north coast. Though it
was not altogether impossible for white
then to act ;as dlivers, yet it was very
dangerous, and they dlid not like it. If
the clause were struck out, it would be
impossible for the owners of pearling
boats to carry on the industry with profit.

THE PREMIER: By Section 19 of the
Act, pearlingoper-atious werenotallowed to
be carried on further south than latitude
27 --- just south of Shark's Bay; so that
there would be no fear of any coloured
labour so employed finding its way to this
part of tie colony, as these persons were
prohibited from coining further south.

Mn. OLDHAM: Would it not be pos-
sible to station all these people upon
some of the islands ?

MR. DOHERTY: They would be
hundreds of miles away from their work.

MR. VOSPER: Would the Premier
kindly inform the House whether the
provisions of the Bill would apply to such
a group of islands as the Abrolhos, being
further south than the 27th parallel.
Those islands were at the present time
inhabited by Malays.

THE PREMIERt: If administered
strictly, the Bill would have the effect of
prohibiting their employment on those
islands.

Amendment put and negatived, and the
clause agreed to.

Clauses 17, 18. and 19-agreed to.
Clause 20-Repeal of 47 Vict., .32, and

53 Vict., 3:
THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir .

Forrest) moved, as an amendment, that
Clause 20 be struck out, and the follow-
ing be inserted in lieu thereof: " Sub-
section 5. of Section 5 of the Chinese
Restriction Act, 1889, is hereby repealed."
The effect of this amendment would be
to prevent persons who were in the colony
at the time these Chinese Restriction Acts
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were introduced having the privilege, wheni
wishing to leave the colony, of getting a
certificate from a magistrate, giving them
the right to be re-admitted on their return.
That privilege had been abused a good
deal; and under this Bill the power to
grant such certificates by at Minister
would be very sparingly used. Those to
whom they were issued would have to be
men of good character, nor would the
power of issuing them be entrusted to
magistrates. There could not be many
persons now in the colony who ought to
be allowed to atvail themselves Of it. It
was not proposed to repeal the Chinese
Immigration Restriction Act of 1889;
for, although it ]night not be of much
use, it could not do any harm. The Inm-
ported Labour Registry Act was also on
the statute book at the present tine, and
-would continue in force until repealed.
The intention of the Government was to
repeal that Act, and to introduce another
Bill within a day or two. This would be
tme same Bill that was introduced two
sessions running in the Assembly, and
which passed on both occasions, but did
not receive the approval of the Legisla-
tive Council. If anything, the new Bill
would be a little more stringent.

Put and passed, and the substituted
clause agreed to.

Schedule-agreed to.
Preamble and title-agreed to.
Bill reported, with amendments.

LOANS REAP1'ROFRIATION BLLn.
SECOND READING.

TnE PEMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest), in moving the second reading,
said : Hon. members will have gathered
the object of the Governinent in intro-
ducing this measure. The Government
require, during the financial year which
ends on 30th June, 1898, a fr-ther
amiount of money to carry on certain
public works already in hmaid. Amongst
these works railways require £122,000;
the development of the goldfields,
£118,000; and harbour works, £160,000;
making a total of £8965,000. The Gov-
eminent do not ask for more than
sufficient to cam-ry on the works during the
present financial year, because they' think
that it is better, under existing Cim-cno-
Stances, to deal only with the present year
rather tihan look any further ahead. See-

ig that £895,000 is required, the Govern-
moont have to see from whmence thme money
can be derived. Although the revenue
this year- is estimated at the large sum of
three millions, the obligations are so
great that it is impossible to provide the
money out of current revenue. I need
only refer to the works for which the
money is needed to show how pressing
they are. The Collie Coalfields Railway
is already built, and money must be found
for that to tme amiount of £22,000. For
the Donnybrook towards Bridgetown
Railway £20,000 is required above the
amount authorised by the Loan Act. For
the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Railway £22,000
is required, and for the Kanowna, Rail-
way £20,000 is necessary in addition to
the amount voted for the work. The
Menzies Railway requires anothier £20,000
beyond thme amou~nt appropriated in the
Loan Act, and thie Southern Gross-Kid-
goorlie Railway requires Q18,000, miaking
a total of £122,000 which the Treasurer
has to find for railway works before 30th
June next. Then we come to money
required for the development of the gold-
fields. The Government tied to include
the items under this heaid in the Esti-
niates, imut owing to the great nmber of

demands on the Treasury, it was impos-
sible to find a place for the £2113,000
required. The works under this head
are -Coolgardie-Norsemian road, 60-Mile
Rock water Service tank, £16,000; Men-
zies water service tank, £11,000; Wood-
giemooltha water service tank, £13,600;
Bardoc water service tank, £7,500
Niagara reservoir, £30,000; Kanowna,
water service tank, £6,600; Kalgoorlie
water service tank, £4,000; Siber-ia water
service tank, £8,000; Bulong water ser-
vice tank, £14,500; Broad Arrow water
service tank, £7,000. Then £160,000
is required for the Fremantle Harbour
Works; and this amount the Government
expect to spend by' the .30th June, 1898.
The Government have already hadl to
expend- some of the required money out
of the consolidated revenue. Hon. memn-
bers will have noticed that the expenditure
dluring last month was larger than usual.
Tiat increase was caused by advances
miade from the consolidated revenue for
somne of these works, buti hope the moneys
so advanced will be repaid fronm loan later
on. Time necessity for the works I have
enumerated goes without Saying. Every



Loans Peappropriation Bill: [23 NOVEMBER, 189?.] in commnit tee. 529

one of the works is in course of
construction, and therefore the money to
pay for them all must be found. 1 was
determined I would not ask this House
for anyv further loan authorisation, and
especially did I come to that conclusion
when I saw there was no necessity for
the adoption of such a course. 'The
authorisations which the Government
already have under the Loan Act of last
year amou~nt to X8,500,000, and 1 found
there were several items in that Loan Act
from which moneys could be re-
appropriated for the present, without
doing harm to anybody. For the Fre-
mantle dock and slip, £-1429,000 was
originally voted; and, seeing it was not
likely ver 'y much would be spent on that
work between the present time and the
30th June next, I decided to ask the
House toreappropriate £70,000 outof that
sum for works in course of construction.
Then there was the sewerage of Perth
and Fremantle. for which £142,000 was
authorised; and out of that I felt satisfied
there could very well be spared £40,000,
if niot more.duringthe present yearwithiout
in any, way injuring the work. For
Rollin'g Stock there was originally voted
£1,200,000 from the authorised loan;
and of that amount there is a balance
in hand sufficient to permit of the
reappropriation of £200,000, without
doing any damage. For Departmental
Expenses, £178,000 was voted out the
Loan last year, and of that sum we
propose to allocate £60,000 by way of
reappropriation. From the Immigration
Vote of e86,899 19s. .3d., which is onlynused
very sparingly indeed, the Government
find they can reappropriate £25,000 for
necessary works this year. Hon. mew hers
may say that the objects for which this
money was originally appropriated are so
useful that it is a pity to reappropriate any
of the money voted for works so much
required in the early future. In that I
quite agree with lion. members; but the
Government want the money, and must
have it in order to carry out works now
under way. I1 have no doubt the reappro-
priation will be temporary. The same
power which takes away can give, and
there is nothing to prevent this money, and
even more if necessary, being repaidand de-
VOte to the original purposes- Seeing that
there are these immense appropriations.
and that £395,000 is required for this

year, the better course is to reappropriate
some of the mtoneyv rather than ask hion.
members for a new authorisation. That,
of course, is a matter of opinion. Some
lion. members might think it better for
us to leave the original appropriations
alone, and deal with the future by means
of new appropriations. But tha~t would
mean asking for a new loan of £896,000.
Looking at the matter from a financial
point of view, and from the point of view
of the interests of the colony, it would
not he wise to ask for a new loan at the
present time. The original appropria-
tions are not all required during the
present year, and no harmi can be done to
the colony or to ainy particular place by
reappropriating what is necessary for
the works now in biand. The Bill
presents the only course that can be
profitably pursued. If the money be
not obtained in the way we propose, it
must he obtained in some other way.
Looking at the question all round
-as hion. members may depend I
have looked at it-I believe the Bill
represents the proper method. There
will be 110 addition to our authorised
expenditure. There is full power, as I
have said, to repay the amounts reappro-
priated from any source available. In
some instances that repay ment may be
from revenue, or if that be not possible
the refund may be from a new loan.
The matter is entirely in our own hands,
and we can not only reinstate the original
votes. hut, as already said, can even add
to them. Hon. mzembers who are ex-
perienced in financial matters will observe
that this is merely a bit of financing, by
which the Government, instead of raising
the money by a new loan, reappropriate
from mon~ey already voted. This the Gov-
ernment regard as the best plan in the
interests of the country and all concerned.

Mn. SIMPSON You are hard up, then ?
THE PREMIER: This does not give

us any money, or make the Government
any richer.

MR. SIMPSON: It is a mere matter of
book-keeping?

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
First Schedule:
MRa. LEAKE: From what the Premier

had said, it must be understood the



580 Loans Reappropriation Bill: [ASSEMBLY.]incmiee

£70,000 diverted from the £C142,000 for
the Fremantle dock and slip might. be
paid back some day, somehow or anothier.
Rut if the money was required for the
dock and slip, the committee ought not
to allow the £ 70,000 to be reappropriated.

THE PREMIER: What would the lion.
member do?'

Mn. LE AKE: It was not necessary to
say what he would do under such circuin-
stances until he became Treasurer. To
reappropriate £270,000 meant that the
Fremantle dock and slip would not be
built. The Government would have to
find the £70,000 to repay the reappro-
priation.

TH E PREMIER: Yes, certainly.
MR. LEAKE: How was that going to

be done ? The Premier had told thle
House there should be no further loans
for years to come.

Tus PREmIER denied hie had said that.
MR. TaEAKE: The Premier said so in

making his Financial Statement.
THE PREMIEe.: NO.
MR. LEAKE: Hon. members would

remember whether the Premier did not
say there would have to be a stop to all
borrowing for seone time to come, and
that there should be no fresh public works
undertaken unless they were reproductive.
The Government would have to trust to
increased revenue to repay this £70,000,
and, unless the revenue kept up at the
rate of recent years, the money would not
be refunded, and Fremantle wvould not
get the dock and slip. The Government
were committed to the hiarbour works
scheme, and every lion, member wanted
to see the scheme completed. It would
be no good to do this work by halves;i and
lion. members should not submit to such
an important work being crippled.

THiE PREMIER:- The harbour works
would be stopped for want of funds, if
this money were not reappropriated in
the way proposed.

Ms. IjEAKfE: The Government were
taking away from the harbour works.

THTE PREMIER: No;.£160,000 Was for
the harbouriworks.

Ma. LEAKE: But one of the most
important itemis in the work was the
construction of a slip and dock.

THE PREMIER: No; the slip and dock
were not needed yet.

MR. LEAKE: These were part and
parcel of thme big scheme, and were among

the inducements for undertaking the
harbour works. Being a necessary part
of the system, the dock ought to be made.
If the members for Fremnantle, as being
the most directly concerned, did not object
to the transfer of funds now proposed by
the Government, he would not press his
objection so much.

AIR, HIGRAM (Frenantle) : It was
not pleasant for members representing
Fremnantle to see money taken from the
slip and dock; but seeing that some such
transfer of funds was necessary for carry-
ing on the main portion of the harbour
scheme, and seeing that so many other
works were reqired for Fremanhtle, the
local representatives were disposed to
support the Bill. They realised that the
dock could not be started for at least
twelve mlonths, and that the basin must
be dredged out before it could be prac-
tically used; therefore the £72,000 re-
maining in the vote would be sufficient
for this financial year to complete the
temporary slip and to make a, fair start
with the dock.

Mn. TJEAKE:' How would they get the
mioney to finish that part of the work ?

MR. HIIGHCAM: If the colony were
not in a position to provide the money
next year, more wouild have to be lbor-
rowed.

THE PREIER (Right Hton. Sir J.
Forrest): While taking £270,000 from
part of the works, with one hand, the
Government were giving £160,000 to
carry onl the principal works, with the
other hand, thereby spending the avail-
able money on those portions of the work
which were most pressing. There was
the opinion of the Enigineer-in-Chief that
the dock could not be undertaken for
soine time to come; and as there would
remain in hand, after this transfer, all
the money required to be spent on the
dock during this financial year and for
some time longer, no harmn would. be done
by the reappropriation. The members
for Fremantle, knowing what efforts the
Government had made in the past, when
the conditions were not so favourable, foi
carrying on this great harbour scheme,
would not believe that time same Govern-
m-ent did not now intend to carry
oni that work as far as possible, or
that the Government were now desirous
of doing anything to spoil so great
a work. The available funds for

in committee.



Loans Reappropriohion Bill: [23 NovEmBER, 1897.] in Comittee. 581

theA harbour works having been ex-
hausted, the £160,000 to be provided by
the Bill was necessary for continuing the
works; and out of the allocation for the
dock and slip, £270,000 was proposed to
be taken this year, besides portions from
other allocations. He hoped the transfer
would be only temporary, because the
Government were conunitteci to the whole
scheme, and they intended to complete
the dock and make it worthy, of the prin-
cipal port of the colony. It wvas necessary
to finance, and the Governent requiredl
a% legal authorisation so as to keep the
accounts in order. This was really a
question of book-keeping.

MR. DOHERTY (North Fremnantle):
This question concerned his constituents
more than it concerned others, and he
hoped the construction of the dock would go
on. If part of the money were to be spent
immediately in North Fremantle, it would
be particularly useful, because a lot of
men there were thrown out of work, and
work of this kind would provide employ-
ment. Too much was being taken from
Fremantle lby this financial arrangemient,
and the goldfields were getting all the
mioney. The goldfields members seemed
to secure all the money, while people in
Perth and Fremantle had to suffer by
having money taken from them after it
had been voted; although the people in
the metropolitan districts had op)ened tip
the country in the first instance for the
use of othiers, and now were expected
to hand-feed the goldfields population.
While lie would not object to the Bill,
under the circumstances, he hoped the
Premier would say, definitely, when the
dock and slip were going to be made.
The project was all in the air, at present;
and he, as representing North Frenmantle,
had a right to know when the work was
going to be done.

MR. ILfLNGWORTH: The hon.
member who had talked about his having
to spoon-feed other parts of the colony
was complaining with a bad grace, for if
any particular district had been spoon-fed,
it was Fremantle. The Government were
financing in a happy-go-lucky manner,
and it was easy' for the Premier to say it
was an affair of book-keeping. There
was more than that in it, because
Parliament had authorised the raising of
certain loans, and had allocated the money
F, r .wv-nditure on certain specified works;

whei-eas the Government now proposed to
take a-way portions of the money from
the specified works, and reappropriate to
other works which were usually con-
structed out of revenue. [THE PREMIER:
No.] If the money were being taken
from works which Parliament desired to
abandon, and were to be spent on other
works which Parliauuent desired to push
on, he could understand the action of the
Government in such a case. But here
the Governent proposed to take money'
fr-om works which wvere not to bie aban-
cloned but continued; and, that being so,
the Government must intend to raise the
nioney somehow, although the Premier
did not indicate where the money was to
come from.

THE PREMIER: The wvorks would be
charged against loan, of course; and the
Government proposed to supplement one
vote and reduce another, on the general
loan account.

AIR. ILLING WORTH: That kind of
interjection would not get him off the
track. There could be no refund of loan
account to repay this amount, unless
by a special Act of Parliament for
reappropriation. [THE PREMIER: Cer-
tinlyv not.] Before this money could
be repaid, there muist either be another
loan, or this large sum must be
taken out of the revenue for next
year or some future year. There was no
chance of increasing the loans of the
colony for some considerable time, and it
would not be possible to recoup this mioney
outof loan forthe next three years. If no~t
out of loan, it must be recouped out of
revenue. It was not safe to reckon on
continuous mncr-eases of revenue, and it
might be difficult to maintain the present
high standard. The door being thus
absolutely closed against a recoup from
loan, it followed that these works could
not bie completed except out of revenue.
Would it be practicable to provide, out of
revenue, X70,000 for the works at Fre-
mantle and £40,000 for deep sewerage ?
Dealing with the amount to be taken out
of the vote for railway rolling stock,
£2200,000, the department might have
oveirtaken the pressure to some extent,
but was it prudent to reappropriate this
large sum and spend it on other
works ?

Tims PRR IEB: When necessity re-
quired more money for this purpose, it
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would be provided. The colony had
plenty of good credit.

MR. ILLTNGWORTH: The only way
to maintain that good credit was by deal-
ig fairly and squarely with the moneys
borrowedl Allowing that the Govern-
ment could economise to the extent of
£'60,000, and that the loanl vote for immii-
gration was to be reduced b 'y £25,000,
there would remain £310,000 to be pro-
vided out of revenue for making up the
total of these reappropriations. This
simply meant, in common laniguage,
spending the future revenue before we
got it. Why could not the Government
find the money at once, instead of trust-
ing to futurity?

THE PREMIER: Strike the works out
of the Estimates, if they are not neces-
sary.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: The Govern-
ment would not allow the Opposition to
do that.

THE PREMIER: We would be glad if
those works that were not wanted could
be struck out. If the Government pro-
posals were not acceptable, something
should be suggested instead.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: That was not
a fair way of putting it. Members on
that (the Opposition) side might be ex-
pected to propose something better, when
put in a. responsible position. At present
they required explanations, so that the
country might have a conception of what
Parliament was asked to do. Practically,
the Government were asking for authority
to spend £310,000 out of next year' s
revenue. The committee had to consider
whether they were prepared to transfer
this money, and practically spend the
revenue for years to come before it was
collected. That was what the Govern-
ment were asking them to do.

THE PREMIER: The Government must
have money to carry on these works.

MRt. ILLINGWORTH: They were
proposing to spend over £810,000 out of
current revenue. The Government had
already borrowed Savings Bank money;
and they had gone on the London market
and paid 4 per cent, for Treasury bonds.
[THE PREMIER: No.] Well the 'y were
going very close to it. The Government
had been asked the question that even-ing, and had practically refused to
answer it. The Premuier had charged
him, the other evening, with drawing

upon his imagination for facts, simply
because he said that a mnillion in Treasury
bonds had been issued. The distinction
was that the bonds had been sent to Lon-
don but were not actually issued, though
they were afterwards issued probably
within a few dlays; so, the Premier took
advantage of the simple fact that the
bonds had not been issued when he (Mr.
Jllingworthi) stated that they hlad. It
must not be forgotten that Opposition
members were just as much interested in
the finances and expenditure of the
country as hon. members on the Treasury
bench; and some Opposition members
had just as much at stake. This amount
could not be recouped out of loan moneys
inside of three years, because no addi-
tional loan could be raised within that
time, and the authorised loans would be
required for the authorised works; there-
fore, the House would have to provide
it out of revenue. If members passed
this, let them do it with theii eyes open,
and not go away with the idea that
it was merely a matter of book-keep-
ing.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir 3.
Forrest) : If this colony were dependent,
for its good credit, on the speeches of the
member for Oentral Murchison (Mr.
Illingworth), it would soon find itself
in thnsolvencey court. That gentleman
was never tired of telling the House that
the Government could not borrow money
in the London market, and could not do
a number of other things. The hon.
memiber knew nothing about the sub-
ject. The credit of the colony was as
good now as ever it was. We could
borrow in the London market when we
liked; but the Government were not
going to borrow unless they could do so
on the best and easiest terms. The
Government had financed this country
when it had a small, struggling comn-
munity, and were always able to raise
money when required. Now, instead of
ha ving to raise money at 4 per cent., and
getting 2 per cent, less than par for the
bonds, we could borrowv at 3 per cent. ;
and the last time we raised a loan ait 9.5,
those bonds being now quoted in London
at nearly 100. Did that look as if our
credit was not good ? With regard to
Treasury bills, it was not a good thing to
press the Government with questions as
to financial transactions that were in pro-

in committee.
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gress. If hon. members liked to take the
responsibility of pressing him for this in-
formation, he would give it; but not
otherwise, and the responsibility would
rest with them. Any transactions that
had taken place were quite satisfactory,
and the hon. member's remarks were
altogether unjustifiable. If the Govern-
meat wanted to get an extension of
Iborrowing authorisation, they could do so;
but they would not do so whlen there wvas
no necessity. The hon. member seemed to
think that the course pursued by the
Government was not a good one, but when
asked what he would suggest in its place,
the lion, mtemiber said it was not for him
to suggest, but for the Government. Well,
the Government had suggested a plan
which would do no injury to anky work
then in hand, because there was sufficient
mioney to carry on all the works which
could possiblyv be done during this
financial Year; and the amounts which it
was proposed to take fromt the items
tinder consideration would in no war
affect any of those works, none of which
could be completed with the money
appropriated for that purpose up to date.
With regard to the Fremantle harbolu
works, £160,000 would not complete
them; but this sum would suffice to
carry on during this financial " ear, and
the Government would have to make
other proposals for next year. It was
the same with regard to railway works.
We had carried on those works for
years, while we were a poor and strug-
gling community; and surely we could
continue to do so now, when we were
in a far better position. Certainly' , if wye
could take £396,000 out of the consoli-
dated revenue, it would be a much easier
way of getting out of the difficulty; but
hion members knew we could not do
that. He had tried his best to get this
sume of £133,000 for the development of
the goldfields out of the consolidated
revenue, but could not do it. Therefore
he had to get the authorisation some-
where; and this was the only way in
which it could be done. If hon. members
could suggest a better plan, he would be
glad to listen to them. He was sure this
plan was a good one. It gave the Gov-
ernment legal authority to obtain this
money, by reducing one vote and adding
to another, or by reducing one vote and
creating a new vote. The whole thing

was simple enough, and the schedules
shlowed exactly what was proposed.

MR. SIMPSON: It was just about
twelve months since this colony, with
some 160,000 inhabitants, authorised the
Forrest Government to borrow seven
millions of mjoney. He understood that
the present proposal simply involved a
temporary transfer. At the same tune it
suggested a little bit of "Micawber"
finance-that, by-and-by, this £395,000
would be paid back to these particular
works from something which would turn
lip.

THE PREMIEn: What was the objection
to thatP

MR. SIMPSON: The only objection he
had was that we were dropping into
devious ways of finance. Our credit, we
were assured, was unimpaired; and he did
not think it could be injured by the
remarks of the member for Central
Murchison, who only suggested that this
proposal 'las the initiation of a new system
of finance under responsible Government.

THE PREMIER: Beappropriations were
as common as possible all over the world.

MR. SIMPSON: No Bill of anything
like the same proportions, suggesting at
similar course, had been introduced since
hie first entered the House; but, recog-
nising the fact that a majority of the
House thought it impossible for the
Government to err in finance, he would
content himself by pointing out how
unreasonable it was that, after a moribund
Parliament a year ago had mortgaged the
credit of the country for 12 months, it
should be suggested, within another 12
mouths, that there should be a, further
authorisation of £396,000.

THE PREMIER: There was a suml of
2,' millions untouched, for the Coolgardie
goldfields water scheme.

MR. SIMPSON was aware of that, bit
was only speaking of thme gross amount
by which thme credit of the country was
mortgaged uinder the present authorisation
for raising money. One would have
thought the vry last item the Ministry
would have touched, in this connec-
tion, would be the sewerage scheme for
Perth and Fremnantle. The insanitary
condition of these centres was doing more
than anything to prevent the increase of
population in this country. It was a
by-word and a disgrace to us throughout
the length and breadth of Australasia.
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If this matter were clearly put before the
country, and if the people realised that
one of the first efforts of the Forrest
Ministry, in devious finance, was to divert
£40,000 which had been set apart for
securing the health of ie people, they
would rise up in rebellion. The itemn of
railway rolling stock, X200,000, was of
course so involved in mystery that no
exact details were forthcomiing. The
Works Department had evidently taken
charge of the present Minister of Works;
and the unfortunate thing was that the
department, in controlling the Minister,
compelled him to control the Premnier in
matters of finance. He (Mr. Simpson)
had no hesitation in saying this reappro-
priation, wasone of the mnostdangerous pro-
posals ever attempted under Responsible
Government in this colony. For the last
seven years we had been told again and
again that the financial position was ivon-
derf ully satisfactory ; but to-day wve found
that three-quarters of a million of money
had been spent without the authority*1 of
Parliament. [THE PREMIER: Not so lmch
as that.] £619,000 out of revenue, and
£92,000 out of loan; nearly three-quarters
of a million. Within the last fortnight
the Treasurer reported to this Rouse that
hall-a-million of money had been ex-
pended in excess. In view of these facts,
and others disclosed in the papers placed
before the House that evening, the com-
mittee should report progress, in order to
give an opportunity fo r faurther considera-
tion on the matter. He moved that
progress be reported, and leave asked to
sit again-

Motion put, and division taken with the
following result : -

Ayes ...

Noes .- -.
.. .. 15

Majority against ..-. 3

AYES.

Mr E in
Mr. Holmes
Mr. tlhngwofth
Mr. Kenny
MYr. leske
Mr. Oats
Mr. Oidhaw
Mr. slitapson
Mr. Vo~

Mr. Wilson (Taller).

NOES.
Mr. lboherty
Sir .ohu Forrst
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Higliam
Mr. Let roy
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Moran
Mr. Pennetather
Mr. Philips
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Rose.
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Wood
Mr. Qniln (Taller).

Motion thus negatived.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hlon. F. ff. Piesse): A ques-
tion had been raised about the reappro-
priation from the vote for the Frenmantle
dock and slip. About three weeks ago,
in r-eply to a question in the House, hie
stated it would be impossible to carry out
this work until the river basin had been
dredged to a depth of Soft. It would be
a year and at half, possibly, before that
dredging could be completed, and during
that time there would be no need for the
money which had been voted for the dock
and slip. When the time came for doing
that work, some way would be found of
repaying- the money. [MR. .LEASE:
rfrust to luck.] The Government would
not trust to luck, but to their own able
financing. The pessimistic wailing of the
Opposition would lead one to believe the
countr-y was about tu " go under."

MR. LEAXE: The " wailing " of the
Opposition was better than the incapacity
of the Works Department.

THE I)IREOTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Works Department bad
gone ahead a little faster than people
thought it could go, and had car-ried out
works which some persons said it could
not accomplish. The public works policy
of the Governiment had developed the
country; and he was not afraid to reply
to any criticisms levelled against the
department. There was sufficient rolling
stock for the railways, for the time being;
and as orders placed in England were
not fulfilled as quickly as had been ex-
pected, the £200,000 it was proposed
to reappropriate was not required at
present. If the countrny continued to
progress as it had done of late, it would
be seen that the Government had made
no mistake in their estimate of the
revenue.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: The Government
had never estimated the revenue within
20 per cent. of the true amount.

THE: DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC0
WORKS: The Government erred on the
right side. The harbour works at Fre-
mantle were of such importance to the
colony generally that they must be pushed
ahead.

Mit. WILSON: The dock and slip at
Fremantle might be allowed to stand over
for a time, in order to carry on the harbour
works; but he had a decided and strong
objection to any of the vote for the sewer-
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age of Perth and Fremantle being
reappropriated for other works.p

THE PREMIERn: A, deputation from the
City Council, headed by the Mayor, told
him they did not want to go on with the
sewerage works, but that they wanted
surface drainage.

MR. WILSON: The Council wanted a
surface drainage, not in the place of a
deep drainage, but in addition to it. He
moved, as an amendment, that item 6,
"Sewerage of Perth and Fremantle,

£40,000 " be struck out of the schedule of
reappropriations.

MR. OLiDHAM: The Bill would make
it impossible for the Perth and Fremantle
sewerage works to be carried out for a
considerable number of years. The Bill
also meant, that the Government would
have to find £396,000 out of nest rear's
revenue, not for works to be constructed,
but for works on which a, large proportion
of money had already been expended. It
was incorrect that the deputation from
the City Council had said deep drainage
was not wanted.

THE PREMIER: The deputation said
the deep drainage scheme might stand
over for a time.

MR. OLDHAM said he was present
with the deputation.

'THE PREMIER: Then the hon. member
must know the deputation said that the
deep drainage might stand over.

MR. OLDH AM: The deputation said
they recognised the Government did not
intend to go on with the deep drainage
scheme, and consequently the City Couin-
cil would take £100,000 to do what the
Government had promised to do for the
city five or six years ago. A deep drain-
age scheme, in spite of the financial
position of the country, seemed further
off than ever. The Bill meant that, until
the Government had borrowed the money,
the deep drainage of Perth and Fre-
mantle was shelved.

Tnn PREMIER said he had not said so.
AIR. OLDHAM: The sanitary position

of the city of Perth was a disgrace to the
colony.

MR. MoRNa: Wh Y should the Govern-
ment do the work ?

Ma. OLDHAM Was it not a national
work?,

MR. MORAN: No; it was a local work.
MR. OLDHAM compared the small

amount of assistance given by the Gov-

emninent to the City Council for carrying
out the large works which were beyond
the Council's means, as against the
compai-atively large assistance, running
into millin, given by the New South
Wales Government to the Sydney
Corporation. The City Council here,
and those (like himself) speaking on its
behalf. dlid not ask for millions, hut only
wanted to have spent the money which
had been voted by Parliament for the
deep drainage of the city.

THE PREMI1ER (Ri ght Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : Would hion. members show
how the £142,000 already voted for the
deep sewerage of Perth and Fremantle
would carry out these two large works,
or what effectual good could be done by
spending that amount now, when th~e
reports lately obtained showed that the
works would cost half a million of money ?

MR. EWING: If the amount was too
little now, it would be worse to reduce the
amount.

THE PREMIER: If lion. members
interfered with these financial arrange-
mnents, some others would have to be
made. Howv were the miore urgent works
to be carried out?

MR. ILLINOWORTHI: The money was
all spent.

THE PREMIER: No. The lion, mem-
ber seemed to delight in exaggeration.
Religious ais lie was, one would expect
that he would be carefu to speak the
truth; but he was absolutely regardless
of truth when he said the mo~ney was all
spent, for he must know the money was
not all spent. Did the hon. member read
the published accounts. The goldfields
works were all in hand, and some were
near completion. At the beginning of
June last there was something like
X80,000 to the credit of the vote for the
development of goldields; and not only
were the Government spending that
money, together with the Q113,000 which
was proposed to be reappropriated to
this vote from other sources, but a con-
siderable amount out of consolidated
revenue was also being spent for opening
up these great goldfields and to make the
country more habitable. Although the
payments already made had been pro-
vided out of the credit of £80,000, yet by
carrying out these reappropriations, the
£280,000 would become available for other
works which were already in hand, and
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which would be carried out between this
and the 30th June. He appealed to bell.
members representing goldfields, and to
the members for Fremnantle, to support
the Government in trying to do the best
that was possible in the circumstances, so
that there should be no stoppage of neces-
sary works. To take away a portion of
the money allotted to sewerage, works,
temporarily, would not prevent those
works from being carnied out. There
were plenty of sources for obtaining
money for these works, when wanted-
the consolidated revenue and the autliori-
sation to borrow when the market became
favourable. If money was not to be
obtained, temporarily, by this means,
there would have to be a new appropria-
tion. Some hion. members were not
treating the Government fairly in the
matter, but were obstructing.

MR. LEAXE: Was the Premier in order,
in imputing obstruction to members on
this (the Opposition) side ?

THE PREMIER: When the Govern-
mnict wvere trying to do their best in a
little financial arrangement for carrying
on necessary works, without asking for a
new authorisation, until the 30th June
next lie could not understand the objec-
tions. Hon. members knew, for instance,
that the amount previously voted for
sewverage would not be all required
in the present financial year, yet some
were objecting to have a portion of it
reappropriated for useful and urgent
purposes. If these urgent works were not
gone on with, then in a week or two soe
of the objecting members would probably
come to the Government and say, " Get
on with these works as quickly as you
can, and find some way of providing the
money." Sewerage works in Perth alone
would cost £400,000, and adding the
cost for F'remantle the total would be
half-a-million. Such large. works should
not be started until the Government
could see where the whole cost was to
come from. Certainly the £142,000
already allocated would not do the work;
and although there was authority to
spend £2142,000 on deep sewerage for
Perth and Fremantle, yet the whole cost
was going to be so large that the Gov-
ernmlent considered they ought not to
spend a penny on the deep-sewerage
scheme, until they got authority to com-
plete the whole work. He hoped that the

members for the goldfields, although some
had voted against the Government many
times, would ait all events support the
Government on this occasion, and would
not allowv lion. members opposite to upset
or interfere with the finanocial arrange-
ments of the Government.

MR. A. FORREST: The taking away
of £40,000 from the sewernage scheme
would Ile only temporary, and such a re-
appr-opriation was (lone in busiess every
day. If this proposal were rejected, the
most, important works for the goldfields
would haove to stop, for the Fi-eiuantle
Harbour Works could not be allowed to
stop, and some of this money was wanted
for thenm. Various items in this schedule,
for the development of goldfields, would
have to stop; and as the Money allocated
for deep sewerage in Perth and Frenmantle
would not be required before June, 1898,
why should not the Government borrow
from that and other items, temporarily,
to carry oil the necessary public works?

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) : Hon.
members would have ample opportunity
during the session of discussing the
question of the sewerage of Perth. It
was impossible to commence such a, large
work without fully going into aill the
engineering questions connected with it;
and, although a report bad been pr-epared
by an eminent engineer, Mr. Napier Bell,
there were still a great many details in
connection with the scheme which would
have to be dealt with before a commence-
ment could be made. All who were
acquainted with Melbourne and Sydney
would recollect that many year-s elapsed,
and many schemes were propounded,
before any definite system was adopted.-
The people of Perth were crying out for
a sewerage scheme; but, if they only
adopted the ordinary method, they could
make this city one of the healthiest in Aus-
tralia. The City Council had made a very
good commencemeutby removing all ref use
from the yards throughout the In unici-
pality, and a great improvement in the
health of the city was noticeable as coin-
pared with the corresponding period of
last year. The cost of the sewerage
scheme would be about £400,000, and the
interest on that sum, at 4 per cent, would
be about £16,000 a year.

THE PREMIER: It would be £20,000,
with a sinking fund.
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Tire DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WVORKS:- The rate required to pay this
amnotut would be equal to Is. in the
pound for the city- of Perth, and he be-
lieved the citizens would be unable to pay
so large a rate for sewerage, in addition
to the other rates, at the present time. A
sanitary scheme was promised, and a sum
of X142,000 was voted as a first instal-
inent; hut only a small proportion of the
works proposed under the scheme could
be carried out for that sum. Government
officers had been working at the details
of that scheme for the last three or four
months; and when all the information
was obtained, it would be laid on the table
of the House, It would then be for the
citizens to consider -whether they were
willing to prteticalirv ruin the plac, by
adopting a scheme which they would be
unable to pay for, and which would take
some years to carry out.

Ma. EWING:- The Premier had said:
"We hare dlone a great deal for the gold-

fields; we have supplied many of their
wants; therefore we ask the goldfields
members to stick to LIs on this occasion."

THE PREMzIER: The hion. member
ought to quote correctly.

Ma. EWING: The appeal of the
right lion. gentleman amounted to some-
thing like that. Appeals to lion. members
on the sordid pinciple of what they
could get out of the Government were
very unbecoming. The Premier should
ask for votes on principle, and not because
he was going to give something in retur-n.
For years past there had been an outcry
in the city of Perth for sanitation, andl
the Premier and his Ministers, when
waited upon, hiad frequently admitted
that a scheme was necessary-so necessary
that they had put this item on the
Estimates. The vote for the sanitation
of Perth and Fremantle was the last that
ought to be touched. The Premier must
admit that the sanitary state of Perth
was disgraceful.

THE PREMIER: The Government were
not to blame for that.

A MEgMBER:- Where were the local
bodies ?

MR. EWING: The local bodies could
not do anything without money, and they
had extracted from the Government this
vote, which was about to be taken away
from them again. It had been urged
that,£140,000 would not suffice; but, if

that were so, much less would £ 100,000
be sufficient. He would urge hon.
members to hold fast to the tsiall sum
they had obtained from the Government
for the purpose of enabling the people to
live with safety in the city.

MR. DOHERTY: Theniunicipality of
Perth should be allowed to b~orrow -money
for this purpose on its ownr account.
This had been (lone with great success br
many small towns in the north of
Ire land, and why could it not be done
here? The fact that 15s. a, head per
anum would have to be paid for it
should not be allowed to stand in the way
of the health of the people. The scheme
should be proceeded with at once.
Whtile the Government were putting off
the sewerage scheine, they were neglecting
the health of the jpeople. He would, how-
ever, support the Government in carryi Lug
this Bill, because lie did not think thle
£40,000 was worth talking about, as a
ternporary reappropriation.

Mn. VOSPER:- All that had been said
about the sanitation of Perth he was
willing to admit. It was no doubt one of
the most loathsome and beastly places
that a man could go into. To a great
extent it was the fault of the people them-
selves, going back for some generrations.
He camie to this colony with the first flight
of the easterners, and Perth was no better
place now than it was when he first
arrived. At Coolgardie the people had
gone to work without the assistance of
the Government, and had succeeded in
making the town the cleanest in Western
Australia. What Coolgardie could do,
Perth could do also; and Perth had
many advantages Coolgardie never pos-
sessed. Metropolitan members, in dis-
cussig this B3ill, seemed to think that
Western Australia was bounded on the
south by Perth Water and on the north
by Hay Street. But the people on the
goldfields looked on Perth as a mere
excrescence. Perth had had too much
fostering at the hands of the Government
ahready, There had been more mioney
spent in Perth, and within a fourteen-
mile radius, than in all the rest of the
colony. On this sewerage question, the
members of the Perth City Council
seemed to throw their responsibility on
the Government. The city councillors
said that in the future Perth was going
to be a, perfect paradise, because the Gov-
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emninent intended to grant the money for
the sewerage scemere, but as the mnoney
was not forthcoming, that was an excuse
for patting their duties off. It had been
said that some money for the sewerage
work had been spent already, and if that
were so, it seemed to him that the itemi
should hare appeared on the Excess Bill.
If the money had already been spent,
what was the use of kicking against the
pricks ? It would he a national disaster
if such works as those appearing on
the second schedule of the Bill were not
completed. There was the K~algoorlie-
Boulder railway, the Kanowna railway,
Menzies railway, and the Southern Cross-
Kalgoorlie railway. All these lines were
feeders. to the capital, and if the commnittee
interfered with these works, Peith would
be one of the first places to suffer. It
would be a disaster if the wvater service
tanks were not completed. When these
tanks- were finished, there would be an
opportunity of testing the capability of
the country for holding water. If the
mioney for these works had been spent
already, the amounts should have appeared
in the Excess Bill.

THFE PREMIER: They had-not been spent.
Ma. VOSPER said hie was taking the

assertion that had been made. As long
as we d-iscussed these items as a
principle of finance, lie was with his
colleagues on his side of the House; 1)Ut
when it became a, contest between the
Perth sewerage work and the goldfields
works, he was wvith the goldfields every
tiune.

MR. JAMES: As to the remarks of the
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper), that Coolgardie had dealt with
the question of sanitation, he admitted
that the question of the removal of
rubbish and refuse had been overcome at
Coolgardie: so had it been dealt with in
Perth. But it had been difficult to
grapple with the drainage question in
Perth, and the samie difficulty occurred in
Coolgardie. But the other goldfields
towns had not done as much as Cool-
gardie. The Premier had stated that he
would not undertake the sewerage works
of Perth until he had full authority to
carry out the work. At that time it was
estimated that £800,000 would complete
the sewerage scheme.

THE PREMIERn: It was going to cost
£600,000 now.

MR. JAM ES: The Government could
treat the £142,000 as the first instalment
of £2600,000, just as easily as tme first
instalment of £.300,000. The Govern-
nient. recognised the need of carrying on

I the work to this extent, that in tme Loan
Bill £142,000 was put down for a work
that was to cost more than £300,000.
What had caused the Government to
think that it was less important now thanL
it was then ?

T~z PREMIER: Sulrveys had been
made and everything had been done that
could be done.

Ma. JAMES: If time Government
recognised the need of the work to the
extent of £142,000-

TuE PREMIER: Tt was not wanted
this year.

MR. JAMES: Every Loan Bill could
he attacked on the same principle. If it
were a good argument in connection with

this item, it should be a good argument
in conuection with any other. It meant
that the only way to prevent this con-
stant tampering with the Loan Acts was,
to borrow only sufficient for twelve
mouiths. Why should this item in con-
nection with the sewerage suffer more
than any other itemP

THE PREMIER: Because the money
would not be wanted before the end of
July next.

M~n. JAMES: The 'Fremantle dock
and slip could not be constructed till the
harbour works were finished. Why not
thec the money off that, and use it for

tesewerage works ?
.Tug PREMIER: The Government were

not going to abandon either.
MR. JAMES: The argument that the

money could not be spent on the sewerage
works till July applied equally to the
mnoney for the Fremnantle slip, wliich could
not he spent till the harbour works were
finished.

THE PREMIER: The Government had
spent a good deal on that already, and
had given the City Council £220,000
towards their drainage scheme.

MR. JAMES: But why knock this
item off Perth ?

TanE PREMIER: Because it was the
easiest item to deal with.

Ma. JAMES: Other items would
bear the pruning process more justly
than thme item in question. If he felt that
the inoney would he available next year,
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he would withdraw his objection to the
item. hut he did not feel sure of it.

MR. LEAKE: The debate was getting
rather heated. It would be better todis-
cuss a political and financial question of
this kind in calmer moments. Hie moved
that progress he reported.

Motion put and negatived.
Ma. MTORAN: There had been no

suggestion of any intention on the part
of the Government to abandon the Pert h
and Fremantle sewerage scheme. As a
Perth resident, he was prepared to take
the promise of the Premnier on that point.
As to the alleged appeal to the goldfields,
members, he (Mr. Moran) could re-
member an occasion not many years ago
when, on ai motion of want of confidence
in the Government, the members of the
Opposition were begging, borrowing, or
stealing the support of the representatives
of the fields. The hon. member for
Geraldton was one of those members of
the Opposition.

MR. SIMPsoN said he had never ask-ed
the members of the goldfields party f or at
vote, anti never would.

MR. MO1RAN: The hon. member's
perspicuity did himn credit, for the hon.
member knew lie never would get their
support. Tt was somewhat prestnnptnous
to blackguard a, willing Government,
who came forward to carry out a huge
sewerage work at a cost of £500,000, and
a work which was not justified by any pre-
cedent in Australia or by the population
or means of rerth. The city of Perth
expected the whole colony to contribute
to the cost of this work, and the heat
of the members for the city came with
very bad taste. There was no town in
Australia, perhaps in the world, which
was less self-supporting than Perth. It
bad not a single industry to support itself.
Perth was discovered by Arthur Bailey
about seven years ago when he was, on
his way to the goldfields, and it had been
used as a camping place ever since. If
the industries in the interior went to the
wall, Perth, which had not as much
manufacturing in it as a small village in
Victoria, would also go to the wall. The
Government could uot spend £142,000
on the sewerage work in twelve months.
It was the Government who had kept
the goldfields and the colony going,
and it was, the Opposition who had
always questioned the wisdom of the

Government. The City Council stood
accused by the ratepayers of having
paid moneys away without authority, and
rumour had it that the councillors would
have to refund this moneyv out of their
own pockets. It Was his solemn and
firm conviction that Perth was, mum-.
cilpally,. absolutely the worst governed
town in the world. The municipality of
Coolgardie was a, model for Perth to
follow in vigour, energy, and in sewerage
arrangements. Coolgardie to-day was a
sweet-smelling, city. No one could say the
same of Perth, where the ordinary neces-
sities of common decency were neglec ted.
The foreshores of their beautiful river
were wade the dumping ground for all
the filth collected around Perth. It cai
with bad grace from the members of the
Perth City Council to say that the
Government were neglecting their duty.
No one wished to question the right of
the Government to carry out the drainage
of Perth; but he would point out that
Perth was going to have ten times more
per head of the population spent on it
than any other place in the colony. It
was not right to say that the goldfields
members had any animosity towards
Perth. He had never voted against any -
thing being granted for Perth.

MR. LEAVE : The question beore the
committee was not one of Perth against
the goldfields, but one of principle. Hon.
members found themselves in this posi-
tion. The Government on one occasion
declared to Parliament that they required
certain siums for specific pur-poses, and at
the present time the Government came
clown and said they had made an egre-
gious error, anti wanted to alter their
position.

TE PREMIER: The Government did
not say that.

M.R. LEAKE:- They said it in effect.
It was practically an admnission that the
Government had got their finances into a
muddle, and they (lid not know exactly
where they were. It was a pity the gold-
fields members should be so ungenerous
as they appeared to be, because, after all,
Parliament could not he accused of being
illiberal towards them, and to set the
groldfields against Perth and Fremantle
was not a. desirable policy for the gold-
fields members to adopt. Because if the
Perth and Fremantle mnembers and those
whose interests were in that part of the
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country, corn bined with what was known
as the farming section in the House, the
goldfields members would have very little
s~how indeed in being treated as they had
been in the past. The goldifields main-
hers should not Show that they had come
into the House for thle purpose of grab-
bing at thle loa-ves and fishes, and not
voting for what was for the good of the
country as a whole. The Government
were taking away that which they induced
Parliament to give a few months ag,
and the natural inference was that the
Government did not know what they
were asking for when they were allotting
the amounts under the Loan Act. The
Governmut was asked to draw from the
revenue £395,000, and thle committee
had the painful admission that the Gov-
erment did not know how they were
going to returnu the mioney, but they
hoped to return it if they, could. The vote
in the Bill was practically, th~e shelving of
the sewerage scheme for Perth and Pre-
mantle. Those who thought that the
scheme was a fair one wished to ensure
the work being carried out or conunenced.
The greater part of the goldfields works
were completed, or so near completion
that the Government could not withdraw
from them.

THE PREMIER : Was the Niag-ara
reservoir completed ?

MnI. LEAXE: The Niagara dana was a
wonderful piece of work. The contract
was let some time ago, and so faulty
were the examinations made by the
Works Department that alterations had to
he designed. Hon. members would hardly
believe it, but the Works Department pro-
posed to build the Niagara damn on stilts ;
and if hon. members would catll for the
papers, or if the Director of Public Works
would lay the documents on the table,
they would see that his contention was,
perfectly correct. They did not know
where the bed-rock was, so they proposed
to put columns down for S0ft. or so -until
they struck it. ie did not know whether
the scheme was ultimately carried out or
not. There was the Niagara scheme -
one of the schemes mentioned in the
schedule of this Bill-and in respect of it
the money had practically been spent
already.

THE DIRECTOR OFPThULC WORKS:
There had not been more than £5,000
spent.

Ma. TLEAKE: That was sufficient,
at any rate, to constitute a binding con-
tract. Having thus depleted. the Treasury
chest, the Government must rob some
other scheme in order to carry onthese
extravagant works.

THrE DIRECTOR Or PUBLIC WVORXS:
The Niagara damn would hold eight
million gallons of water when completed.

AR. LEAXE: The policy of the Gov-
ernment was one of bribery to-day and
robbery to-morrow. During election time
it was the former, and when the H4ouse
met it was the latter. Parliament should
emphasise its intention to keep intact
these moneys allotted out of loan. The
Director of Public Works had one million
of money to play with last year out of
revenue, and yet the Government could
not carry out their loan works without
trespassing on their revenue.

THE DIRECTOR Or PUBLIC WORKS:
All hon. members were equally respon-
sible for that.

Mnt. LEAKE: It was passed on the
assumption that the Minister understood
his business; but now he had to ask for
some of the money appropriated for other
works to help him through. The Gov-
ernment were reduced to the humiliating
position of flying kites. They could not
tell the House how they would return
this sum of £395,000 which they intended
to takie away from other -votes.

TH.E PREMIER: We could borrow it,
at any rate.

Mn. LEAKE: Then they would be
going back on their own announced policy;
because they told the House that they
were not going to borrow for years to
come. The Ministry were utterly and
hopelessly incapable; and, while the
Opposition regretted to see the colony in
difficulties, they had not the same con-
sideration for Ministers individually.

Mn. EASON. It was regretable that
thle debate should have degenerated into
an unseemly squabble, and that such an
amount of unnecessary wyarmth should
have been displayed. The leader of the
Opposition had thought fit to accuse
the goldfields members of being ungene-
rous. He (Mr. Rason), as a goldfields
member, emphatically denied that he was
either tungenerous or partial. Among the
different goldfields works enumerated in
the Bill, not one happened to be within his
own district. The only two items in the
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schedule from which a reappropriation. was
proposed to be made from actual works
were the Fremantle dock and slip, and
the sewerage for Perth and Fremantle;
and the total amount proposed to be
reappropriated from those works was
£2110,000. Did any hon. member imagine
that that amount could not be returned
without difficulty next session out of
current revenue? PIt had been argued that
the reappropriation of £40,000 in respect
of the sewerage for Perth and Fremnantle
would amount practically to an abandon-
ment of the scheme; but the member for
East Perth (Mr. James), in his unseemly
desire to protect Perth against Fremantle,
maintained that to take the whole sum of
£.142,000 from the Fremantle dock and
slip would b y no means amount to the
abandonment of that scheme. He (AMr.
Rasou) failed to see the logic of this
contention. If to take £40,000 from the
sewerage scheme for Perth would mean
a practical abandonment of the work,
then to take £142,000 from the Fremntle
dock and slip works would be equally
disastrous. If this deduction of £40,000
was not made from the sewerage scheme,
and if the work were started to-morrow
morning, did any hon. member imagine
that £2142,000 could be judiciously spent
in the course of the next seven months?
It would be utterly impossible. If it wasI
the intention of the Government to refund
this £40.000. which they proposed to
reappropriate, they would have no diffi-
culty in doing so at the proper time.
Borrowing the money at the present time
would miake absolutely no difference to
the scheme. The goldfields members had
every reason to be just to Perth and
Fremantle and to every town in the
colony. The goldfields members did not
ask for everyvthing, as they had been
accused of doing, but for justice and for
justice only, and the 'y were prepared to
give justice to others.

MR. ]KENNY: It was not a question
of Perth and Fremantle versus Coolgar-
die, or of goldfielde members versits city
members. The question was simply
whether the committee should comply
with the request of the Government to
enable them to borrow a certain amount
of money from funds in hand, and enable
them to go on with important works.
Hie failed to see that any harm could
possibly accrue to any part of the colony

if they agreed to the 0 overnmuent request,
whereas a great deal of good] might h-e
done by enabling the Government to get
on with important works on the goldfields.
He should ]iave no hiesitationi,,therefore,
in supporting the Government's demand.

MA. FIOLIRS: Seeing that the in-
sanitary condition of Perth demanded
ismnediate attention, the work should be
commrenced at once, and the money set
aside for that work should not be reap-
propriated. If hie felt any assurance that
the money would be returned, he would
have no objectionl.

THEaPREMIER: We will have to return it.
Mn. CONOTLTY regretted that the

membe for East Perth (Mr. James)
should have made any insinuations against
memibers. representing the goldfields.
Whatever might be the feelings of the
go ldfields members on the question of
expenditure, they were all in favour of
expending whatever was necessary for the
health and well-being of the people in
Perth. He regretted that any money was
to be taken off so important a work as
the drainage of Perth, because Perth was
known in the sister colonies as a most
unhealthy place, and there was no doubt
that the death rate in Perth at the pre-
sent moment was very great, and had
done much, not only to retard the influx
of people from the other colonies, but to
cause peole who were living here to
leave, It was only proposed to take
£E40,000 off that work, leaving X100,000
with which to carry it on, and that
stun would perhaps be sufficient to
enable sufficiently rapid progress to
be made to rectify the troubles arising
f rorn existing defects. He also regretted
that the money which it was proposed to
be taken off the Perth sewerage works
was intended to be spent in a manner
with which he could not syrnpathise,
notwithstanding that it was proposed to
spend it on the goldfields. Nothing had
cost the country more than these tanks,
and done less service for the conservation
of water on the goldields. A large
amount of money had been spent on
tanks inhis own district, and they had
not done the work which they had been
intended to do, and perhaps never would.
The moneyv reappropriated ought to be
spent on works of benefit to the gold.
fields. If the sewerage works could be
continued with £;100,000, there was no
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reason why £4,000 should not be turned
to some immediate -use. A few of the
tanks might carry water, but a lar-ge
majority of them 'did not do so to any'
appreciabe extent, and in some instances
the water went through the tanks as
through a sieve. He would support the
BUi, only expressing regret that the
reappropriated moneys were not to be
spent in a way which would be of more
service to the people on the goldields.

Ait GREGORY .It was to be
regretted that remiarks had been made
calculated to bring the goldfields
representatives into conflict with other
lion. members. It would be seen from
the Estimates that it'vas proposed to spend
a large sum on public works in Fremantle,
and that the goldfields members were not
the only people who desired to share as far
as possi ble in the State expenditure. Any
reapprapriation fromn the sewerage vote
was to be regretted, but such a course
was justified by the fact that a great
portion of the money would be spent on
the goldields. The money spent on tanks
was by no means wasted. Some tanks
bad actually paid for their construction
out of the first rainfall, and would no
doubt repay the initial expenditure two
or three times over. Some of the tanks-
held water until the whole of it was
pumped out. He was sorry that so much
money was to be spent on works at
Fremantle, in stead of :e200,000 or
£300,000 being devoted to the construc-
tion of tanks on the goldfields.

Amendinent--that item 6, " Sewerage
of Perth and Fremantle, £4,000," be
struck out-puat, and division taken with
the followingo result:--

Ayes..
Noes..

9
.. .. 18

Majority against ... 9
Aras. NOES.

Mr. Ewing Mr. Coeolly
'Mr. Holmes Sir John Frrest
Dir. Iting-wortle Dir. A. Forrest
'Mr. Lakle Mr. Gregory
Mr, Oldutm Mir 111ghai
Mr' Signson Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Wihlae Dir. Mitchell
M r. Wilson Mr. Monger
Mr. James (Teller). Mr. Moran

Mr. Oats
Mr. Pennefather
Dir. Phillips
Mr. These
Mr. Qinian
Mr. Hasmn
'Mr. Throasell
Mr. vosper
Mr. Doherty (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Schedule put and passed as printed.
Second schedule -agreed to.
Preamble and tidle-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11-50, mid-
night, unrtil the next Monday.

Wednesday, 24th November, 1R.97.

Paper Presented-Return; Crown Law Department,
precede Mid salaries-Mines Regulation Act
Antencedien Bill: first reading-Registration of
Firns Bill ;third reaiding-Local Inscribed Stock
!Jill]: third rendiug-iladergrotend Suirveyors Bill:
in corninittee-Loans Rcapvroprmation lill: first
reatliag-eeteirice Dill: in corn Iittee-Ad ours.
mnent.

The PnsSIuINnr took the Chair at- 430

o'clock p.m.

PRtAYERS.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the MINISTER OF MINE~s: Amended
Regulations under the Goldfields Act.

Ordered to lie on the table.

RETURN-CROWN LAW DEPARTMENT.

HON. 9. S. HAYNES, in accordance
with notice, moved:

That a return be laid upon the table, show-
ing :-( r.) The num'ber of officers and clerks
in d he Crown Law Department, in order of pre-
cdcu cc. (2.) The dates of appointment of
each officer. (3.) The nature of the duties of
each offier. (4.) The salary of each officer
and proposed increases, and from what dates.
The -reasons for desiring this informa.-
tion were that, in view of the Estimates
coming forward, hie wanted to know
what it was proposed to do with reference

Grown Law DepaWment.


